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THE TOWN OF WILLOW RUN 



The town uf Willow Hun. illustrated ami described in detail 
in llirse eighteen pages, dors not exist and is not tiring Imilt. 
What is more, it is jiot going In he built. Why then, dors 
The Afu iiitki it km. Fori'M devole righteen pages to it? 

Because Willow It leal* with llir dwelling ill it- J l l — ■ - 1 

asperl. arid because il accepts in .1 realistic and economical 
manner the existence of llir automobile. And most «ignili- 
'"antlj. because llir |ilan cstablishe- thr lcwl on which plan- 
"crs. builders, realtors and investors will have 1o compete 
W the postwar period. Willi every itulieatioii llial conserva- 
llv <- capital is looking to Uuilding as an invrstmriil outlet, 
the single house or even a baker's dozen of them cannot 
Hatch for safety the planned or replanned community 
which offers the maximum guarantee against premature 
"hsolcscence. 

Willow Run was rouceiird as a inndrl American com- 
'"unity, designed to house the families of 6.000 aircraft 
workers. Located northeast of the town of Ypsilanti, and 
within easv reach of the giant bomber plant being operated 
s ford. Willow Kun was lo have been more than a model 



city. It was to have been a lone in llir wai production 
effort, providing workers for a plant desperate!) in need of 
them. Why the project ended up a total failure (unless the 
building of 2.50(1 temporal \ units could be called success i 
with the backing of the Union of Automobile Workers and 
the Federal Public Housing Authority, is a long and verv 
involved story, one told so often it is not repeated here. 
W illow Ron was almost unique in that it was a city planned 
from -cratch. Five groups of architects were given a lame 
tract in the country on which to build five neighborhoods, 
' '" ' ' : ' •'• '• nouses, shops and a si hool \ sixth fan 

was appointed to design l town center, property arranged 
for Ihe convenience of both pedestrians and motorists 
Ihus the project became a proving ground for the most 
advanced ideas on housing and citv planning. Hn d these 
ideas wen- subjected lo endless critical scrulim until an 
integrated pattern emerged. 

These pages show the civic center and three of the proposed 
neighborhood units. Thry offer the best guide to postwar 
planning we have \rt produced. 
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WILLOW flUN TOWN CENTER 



Like the architect who designed ihf live re*ideii- 
lial neighborhoods, the linn »f Saarinen and 
Swan-on in it- plan fur j town center, had 
provide facilities fur the community to !«• built 
Ul miir ami -pace for future addition- as the 
otwn tn it^ maximum papulation of 6,(HK) faun- 
lies. Due tn the number of factors involved in tin- 
planning of Willow Kutl, these town renter plan- 
were in a continual -late of change until lite day 
the project «a- abandoned Ci.n-ecpiently il i- 
nol always possible to relate u given scheme for 
the center to any of the plans for the community 
us a whole. 

During mo»i ■■( tin- -ta::' of tin- design, the 
romplete town renter rnntained roughly the -ante 
number of elements. There wa» l«> he a commer- 
cial group, providing food, variety merchandise, 
drug-, barher and heauty -hop service, a tailor- 
cleaner, -lint- repair shop, clothing, furniture, 
hardware, etc. In the initial stage of the town's 
growth many of these facilities were to have 
been provided by near-by Ypsilanli. There was 
to have been a municipal center, with a city hall, 
post office and fire and police station. Othei -ei 
vices included a 1ms station, utilities office ami 
hotel. The high school was planned for use as 
a fully developed community center. 

The ba-ic feature of the town center, far mote 
important than the detailed proM-ion- fur one 
type of service or another, is tin- -i -p. nation o( 
the padathllll and uiitornohile traffic. Each 
group of building- f uls ,|- own paiking field 
immediately adjacent. The i iiinriiereial area, .1- 
-liown iri the facing plan and the related per- 
spective sketches, would have presented an 
appearance vastly different fr.nn and -uperior to 
tin.' Usual rotige-lrd -hopping -Ircrl \ real ad- 
vantage of -111 li a -eiieine. apart from the obvious 
amenities, would have been -table tax and rental 
values, since there ih no pos-ibilil\ of undesir- 
able encroachment. 
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The pi< liiiinury -tmjv ahovr »j- our of the la-l 
inude while the town -.till hail live residential unil- 
Thi- stage ran lie seen ill tile plan on puce Ml. The 
lul.T -lurlv ..|)|..,.il, p J(t , ,uol -krlchr*) show- a 
plan for the ultimate development of the renter 
aflrr two nf the lu-ipliliorhooii- Lad |n,-o elimi- 
nated. The per-perlive -ketche- rrlalr fairly 
clWdy to this irheme. 
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TOWN OF WILLOW RUN 




The plan above shows the final stage of the five-neighbor- 
hood town, ami illustrates ven clearly its essential rhar- 
ai tel istii s. ( lie live communities sprawl loosely aiouml 
the town center and are connected with it by a series of 
peripheral roads. Fitch community is a self-contained 
unit, with an ultimate population of 1,200 families, pro- 
vided with it-- own school and uith shops for daily neees- 
silies. A greenbelt surrounds the entire town, and most 
of the architects worked out some method of allowing the 
main greenhelt lo filler through their housing groups to 
the small community centers. The schools, which provided 
a social as well as architectural center for each community, 
were designed to serve the needs of adults as well as 
children. In fact, during the wartime stage of llie project 



FIVE-NEIGHBORHOOD TOWN PLAN 



40 



THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM 



i GEPDES ROAD 



*• TO DETROIT 




5CALE IN Ft E 1 
O lOOO 2O0O JOOO 



THREE-NEIGHBORHOOD TOWN PLAN 



each school was to be a meeting hall. entertainment center, 
church, and anything else the inhabitants might require. 
There was ample room in each neighborhood center for 
additions to the school and for new, special purpose 
buildings. 

A glance at both town plan* shows that a faitly close 
agreement on basic features i>f the site lav out was readied 
by the different architects. The cul-de-sac is present in 
almost all of the schemes, but it has been subordinated In 
Fjtrox of the long loop which is split down the middle by 
a connecting road. This road generally hooks into the 
peripheral road so that the traffic requirements of each 
community are taken care of without disrupting the im- 
portant routes of pedestrian circulation. 
In the final stage of the town of Willow Hun two of the 
communities — those farthest from the main town center- 



were eliminated. The center was -[lifted to the southeast 
to briti": it ( loser to llie middle of llie lown. and some 
modifications in the community plan., were produced bv 
this shift. In the community at the we*t end of the town, 
for instance, the circular common wa» reoriented so that 
it no longer opened to the town center. 
Even in its reduced state, the town might still have 
approached the original ohjn liu-s. ll retained the pro- 
tective grecnbelt. the excellent circulation system with its 
attendant safety features and the attractively arranged 
houses. Hut even the reduced town went by the boards. 
Whether the hundreds of thousands of dollars spent on 
the drawings were wasted will depend to a large extent 
on the postwar planner, for the town of Willow Run is 
the mod workable and most human guide to the 
integrated community produced tO date. 
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Thi> |)a(!t- introduces the final studies of the ?ite plan? and bousing for the three Vi B1*W Kim neighlior- 
hood units. Description* of these projects have been pro\ idcd l>\ the architects. 

1. Ma>ei a. ul Whittlesey. Architects W* IJ ^ 

2. Skidmnre. Owings, Merrill ami Andrews, Architects and Engineer* pages 1741 

3. Stonoro\ ami Kalin. Architects 1**8** a Z-54 



NEIGHBORHOOD UNIT 1. 




LEGEND 

□ f l/TURE EXPANSION 

I 5T0RY-IISHT COLOR 
■i t STORY-LIGHT CQLDH 
am I STORY- DARK COLOR 
mt 2 STORY- DARK COLOR 
SB COMMON LAND 
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,. SITE PLAN LIMITATIONS 

i ratal #** •* ,rt, •* ¥ * I, *"" M " ! '•' '"• " "' pei 
dwelling unit. 

j lent** w,,tr l " ,tn, ""' '" '••'•« )«•!• family, 

including ?itr am! approach - ains. 
• ili rr CwMcti«i> Structures served by main in right 
Jt »av mav not l»' set back morr than 25 feet. Il<>u>.<-. 
served °> main' elsewhere may nut be roan ihnn 50 
feet from them 

4. Building Schtdull. I'rt-sciil dev clopmcnl : TlKI (amilie-. 
housed approximately a- t'ol|..w-: 

,me sloiy in lioiix-. Illoncslorv n.w>. | \.\ two-Ion 

tw ii,.. A3 two-ator) row. 

Future development: 5(H) families in .tti2 < story, single* 

family units. 138 one-story, single-family unit-. 
Ml the above dwelling iinil-. both iiuincdiulc ami future, 
to Ih- so planned tbat (V. have one bedroom. 50.5'; 
have l»" bedioom- anil '.i~.7v . have llnce bedrooms. 

"MEETING THE SITE PLAN LIMITATIONS 

■'Land eo-l ».i< no| .i factoi in developing tin- site, bill 
grading and landscaping were. The decisive factors. 
Iiimricr. were ill. iililitie-. road- and sidewalk-. I'm 
assemble these into the most desirable living (mllrin 
and still keep within the budget, was the problem. 
"This i- the procedure followed in arriving at the do- 
sired pattern: firsl. the houses were laid out in a ribbon, 
nbviousb the most economical as regards both roads 
and utilities. This worked out to an average length of 
V) feet pel family. The ribbon plan, of com sc. was 
merely a prelimitiar) yardstick, since it hail no applica- 
tion to the site problem. Next the house- were arranged 
in long loops: at this stage tin- minimum pos-ible mad 
length was increased by 20 per cent. 

"Moreover, when these loops weie assembled into a 
community pattern, the road length again had to be in- 
crowed, this lime to 42 per cent over ihe original ribbon. 
There were several reason- for ibis loss in efficiency 
street intersections accounted for about half, and lite 
balance was caused by circulating roads, by unused 
fmntagc facing the common, and by openings between 
houses for group parking, for pedestrian walks and 
to lei the greenbelt come through. Il was found that 
whatever the manner in which the loops were Combined, 
if the above amenities were maintained, there wo- ap- 
parent!} no way of reducing the loss of 12 pel cent. In 
consequence this figure was u«ed as a base for evaluating 
the economy of the final site plan designs. 
"Our decision to us,- the long loop rather than the Cttl> 
de-sac was verv largely based on economy of the forinei. 
esluhlished after a long series of comparisons. HmM 
were among |be most significant findings: 

1. Road surfacing and length of utilities were not neces- 
sarily a direct function of lot frontage. 

2. The short cuidesac. say 250 to .150 feel, caused an 
efficiency lo- , f more than 2d |« r cent. I nder the budget 
it was not possible to pay for the added road and utilities 
and still afford amenities considered nece-san 

1. Therefore, length was a requisite. We had to WOt* 
deeplv into the site wherever possible. As soon as length- 
went over 350 feet, the loop showed advantages over 



Ihe cul-de-sac. The mad width on « long cul-de-sac has 
M be greater than that of a comparable loop, and the 
loop showed similar savings in the water maine. 
4. Where streets were undo, 350 feet, the ' .d-de sae was 
generally selected, us il is more economical than the 
short loop. The cubde-snc head bad to be studied . arc- 
fully, as added expenses could creep in. A bead serving 
eight lots, for instance, was found to require SO per cent 
more road surface per fanulv than one with but four. 

"SITE PLAN OBJECTIVES 

|, Pedestrian Safely. The UAW was strongly in favor of a 

100 per cent "Radhurn n." i.e.. the superblock system 

bv which pedestrian and vehicular circulation arc en- 
lirclv separated, with kitchens facing the service roads 
and living room- facing lawns and pedestrian paths. 
\V 1 were in agreement with the safety objectives, but not 
the method, and these arguments wore finallv weepl.-d: 
la) neither side of ihe house enjoys privacy, I b ) visit"' " 
bv car must enter through the service side and kitchen, 
ic) mothers control children from the kitchen, hence 
children in the "Radburn plan" tend to play in the 
MTvica streets, (dl some people favor the livmg room- 
on-streel scheme, favoring the social rather (ban purely 
son ice development of the -In,-., lei the UK) per cent 
cul-de-sac svstem produces a giant superblock. compli- 
cating vehicular circulation, and (f) this system is less 
economical than the long loop achieved by connecting 
ihe heads of eac h pair of culs-dc sac. 

Die developed site plan had elements of both systems. 
There were no service roads Of ctils-de-sac used purely 
a- such. Long loops stemming from the main roads 
create blocks free of through traffic. Pedestrians can 
safeb cio-s these loop streets to the common greenways 
leading from all parts of the site to its center ami to 
the main town center. The greenways filter in through 

l.mg loop-. Driveways d t back out on intersections 

or main loads. Where houses do face a main mad. 
their driveways enter around the corner from the 
.ide street. The final design WW one which would 
prepare a child to some e xtent foi the safely problems in- 
herent in older community plans. 

I. Let Uyaift The requirement thai lots he arranged to 
permit their ultimate sale pre-cirlcd no serious problem-. 
Careful arrangement of diving vards. parking spaces 
.mil driveways wa- needed lo observe possible future 
property rights and lo provide reasonable lot sizes at 
corners. 

3. Coil delivery fay efaute brought up plenty ol problems, 
since utility rooms adjoin kitchens, which were often 
placed at the rear. It was necessary lo study each yard 
type at large scale to develop the required solutions. 

4, Trip objective of 100 per cent parkins included a 40-foot 
-tub for each house, the theory being that garages or 
carports might someday be built on the rear half of 
the stubs. One consequence was lhal ihe laundry yards, 
originally designed to fil between ihe houses, were 
pushed to ihe rear. The requirement also seemed unwise 
because of the dust problems it created, since concrete 
was too expensive lo use and bituminous soil stabilizers 
Hen IMlt available. 
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™W« OF WILLOW RUN: NEIGHBOR 

L **"*7 r,r *- This has alreadv been discussed 

•fcove. Placing the Yards between building, would have 
given accessibility without interference with gardens and 
view. 

*" l " ,atr,M «'- A *"P"M»ck surr.-und.-d bv a 

gneenbelt. and composed entirely of cul-de-sac <tr.vl- 
permit* full penetration of residential areas bv the 
greenbelt. Our plan developed three major entries for 
the greenbelt. earning it through to the community 
center, with minor infiltrations providing rear path cir- 
culation between die loops. Ease of vehicular circulation 
maJ " lai "^ b > drawing the various section? of the 



HOOD UNIT 1 . 

communis to a main circulation loop mrroundi 
common. 

J. l«e«tion of Community C»nt«r. I M "I pedestrian 

between the community center and the main 
center was considered o( paramount importance 
original site plan solution opened the main , n. 
loop towards the town center rather dun to the 
beh. This can be seen on page 10. V\ Inn Lit 
duceil to thr.'e communities, the town cenlei n i- . 
radically. At the same time, the belated annouac 
of the llighl course of the Willow Hun cargo plane 
it neoastar) to move a great main BOOMS out . 
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norths corner of tin- sit, I !,,. „„. :11) , tPVm . ^ 
main circulation loop to g.vr i,. ;.. .!, .,,,.,„ a<( . t ^ J 
ihr community center ftoin .1 ni.,,,.ul\ ,,f thr h„ 
Parking at the communis cenici ,, „,, ., r ,,„ lm) ^ 
movement on fool between it..- building, „ ,„„ rt i 1(l|ruct ^ 

These building? include a grade pel |, a „ 

clinic, small play yard and off,, ,-, f„ r ,|„. miirmg ement. 

UNIT PLANS 

•Minimum room sizes wore fixed: H„. „„.„ f ,„ „„. . 
bedroom na* about 130 ft. Uving room um wen- 
WO so,, ft. for the oncbedroom unit. 1K0 a „a 105 f . 
for the two- and tfWbedroon, dwelling,. I liliu J,,,,,; 
had to be I,,,, ■ .-....„»!, f,„ „,„,„,. .„„, ;) wr| 
laundry. Coal del.vcrv and „,., removal had ,0 tori 

My to the ou.stde. It was , i(ll ,, H , 

keep the d.nmg space out of the living roon , . 
nu-an, putting ,, „, the liu I,,, , ,„. ,,„,„'.„ _ 

""""'f ««b.g. containers .„„ „f 

door, were to be ea.il, „,„,„,, ,„„„ „,„ 

concealed from new. 

"To these requirements we added . numb* of our 
own. We tried to arrange li vm „ „„„„ , . . r 
«l l • 1 . ^ ilium- 11 climin it,- 
through ctrcul.hon ,0 bedroom, I t was also , > 

P " " U '" 1 -' " f fr „„ „ . 

o thehou., Porche,. related to , he front entrane, ^ 
the yard, were pu, i„ wherever possible. Several of Z 
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A numlier of simple amenilie» were incorporated in the. com- 
"">ii area. I.y ill. urehii.ctn. A typical example is the 
'■lnl.lr.-ii\ lli.-iiler. an oprn platform willi a hark wall and two 
•AMI walls, located at the ed|tc of the won.N. Hehiml the Lack 
wall i. picnic fireplace. 




\o bnpoRnl feature of ||„. ..I,,.. _ . ,, 

— ll. il.. I "l a.liliti,.,,.,, c , o„ I, ^ ry '" B yat,i> » 

43 ai„l I,. '" th »» future see p age8 




NEIGHBORHOOD UNIT 1. 



MAYER * WHITTltSET, AiCHITECTJ 



UNIT PLANS 

A. One-story, two-bedroom twin. Main 
entrance from porch, which is related 
to the rear yard. Utility room adjoins 
side (laundry) yard. Front plumbing 
stack connected to utilih mains in street. 

B. Om-.stoiy, two-bedroom twin. Front 
main entrance. Rear plumbing stack 
connected to rear utility lines. 

C. Two-story, three-bedroom twin. Ac- 
cess to bedrooms without passing 
through living room. Shelter over cor- 
ner entrance. Rear plumbing stack to 
rear utilities. 

D. Two-story, throe-bedroom twin. Cen- 
ter front entrance. Access to bedrooms 
without passing through living room. 
Rear plumbing to rear utilities. 

E> & F. Iwn -tniA. low-. Rear living 
room, front entrance hall and front 
kitchen. Front service only in center of 
units. Smaller families in center of 
row, kmi units arc also used as twins 
(not illustrated). 

G. < Ine-story, one-bedroom row. One- 
bedroom units occur only in this type. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD UNIT 2. 




ARCHITECTS AM) ENGINEERS 



"Our office was assigned the central lower 
neighborhood area, with Stonorov and 
Kahn's group on the east and Mayer and 
I luiilrsey's project on the west. The town 
center lay to the north and there was a 
circumferential boulevard on the south. 
The fixed area which was allotted to us 
was larger than was absolutely necessary 
for the required 1.200 units, and it conse- 
quently permitted the development of a 
very open site plan. 

"Our program, like that of the "titer archi- 
tects, allowed ten percent for one -bedroom 
units in rows, 60 percent for two-bedroom 
dwellings in twin houses and singles, and 
-10 percent to be single houses only, with 



three bedrooms. The site layout was con- 
trolled to a certain extent by the existing 
contours, but since the project was to have 
been a permanent development, we con- 
sidered additional expenditures for grad- 
ing justified in certain cases in order to 
produce a more consistent site layout. 
•The fundamental approach to the prob- 
lem was to keep our scheme as broad and 
simple a* possible. We felt that the cul- 
de-sac, in a development of this scale, 
should be used sparingly. VSc felt equally 
strongly that the continuous loop, which 
was used principally throughout, has many 
advantages from the standpoint of con- 
venience to the families living in the 



homes, and also from the service angle 
(mail, coal, milk, etc.). The reason for 
these advantages, obviously, is that the 
continuous loop eliminates the dead end 
which is the fundamental characteristic of 
a cul-de-sac. At the same time, the rela- 
tively short loops with their sharp curves 
tend to eliminate the dangers of fast-mov- 
ing traffic; in consequence the safety fea- 
tures inherent in the rul-de-sae type of 
solution are retained. 

"There was much discussion among the 
five groups of architects about the orienta- 
tion of the dwelling units in relation to 
convenient service; with ample land avail- 
able we went all out for the principle of 
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TOWN OF WILLOW RUN: NEIGHBORHOOD UNIT 2, 



faring the service side of tlir house to the 
street, wilh the living side opening on the 
common garden or park area. The ques- 
tion of the unsighllincss of latindrv. ete.. 
"« argued pro and eon. hut we Ml that 
at the worst the laundry was much less 
objectionable if located on the service 
street side than if it were placed in the 
common park. 

"Our l>asic scheme made use of the county 
highway which borders the site on the west 
as a collector street, with the two boule- 
vards used for the same purpose. No 
houses were placed on these collector 
streets since it was believed that both 
pedestrians and motorists would receive a 
more favorable impression of the develop- 
ment if the vistas were clear, extending 
down through the garden areas. The prob- 
lem of children— keeping them off the 
streets and putting a minimum number of 
traffic roads between their houses and the 
school — was accomplished by placing the 
proposed school in the center of the group, 
as shown on the site plan. In this way a 
child would not cross more than one col- 
lector road, and this could lake place at 
some control point with a signal light. 
"There was no necessity of varying the 
continuous loop pattern to a great extent, 
since one section of the loop is. in a sense, 
a community by itself. It was fell lhat 
variations in the designs for the individual 
units and their location in relation to the 
service drives would offset any possibility 
of monotony. 

"The allowance for landscaping, under a 
permanent setup, was at a minimum; in 
general, our approach was to make use of 
the largest specimens we could afford 
rather than spend the allowance OH shrubs 
and small plants. Wo also selected and 
placed plant material to create a casual 
and intimate rather than formal atmos 
phere." 
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SKIDMORE. OWIMCS. H E H I I L I ANDREWS, ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS 




Tlirpe of the two-bedroom schemes are 
*hown here. On the faring page is a 
nnr-story twin house with across to the 
bedrooms from a small vestibule off tin- 
living room. Coal is kept in an outside 
bin. recessed wilhin the main mass of 
the house, and placed directly adjoin- 
ing the service door. Note that hotli 
the living room and the larger l>edronm 
overlook the rear garden space, and 
that even tlie dining space in the kitch- 
en has a view through the corner win- 
dow. The two schemes at the right van' 
only in nonessentials. In both the utility 

t'"-th l- 1 1 -r 1 , | ,i- .1 -r ■ i v | , i ■ pj*s;Jge to the 

kitchen, whirl, Iii-i ii placed I., face 
the rear. 
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TOWN OF WILLOW RUN: NEIGHBORHOOD UNIT 2 







UNITS 

"The solution of the design of the unit? 
was a long and difficult task, complicated 
by the fart that, although thu project was 
theoretically a permanent one, agencies 
such as the W ar Production Board, the 
Federal Public Hotting Authority and its 
standards, and the C.I.O. all had an in- 
fluence on the design, and tlieir rules and 
regulation* changed radically from time 
to time. 

"There was a fixed top average cost of 
$4,200 for all the units, whether one-, 
two-, or three- 1 icd room dwellings. In the 
middle of the design work we wi re re- 
quired to change from wood to less critical 




materials, which meant the introduction of 
masonry, Cemesto board, etc. We had 
fixed requirements us t<i the number of 
pieces of furniture for each room; for in- 
stance, the master liedniuiii required twin 
beds, a dresser and a crib, as well as a 
fixed amount of closet space. No base- 
ments were allowed: this required provi- 
sion of a utility room, laundry and coal 
storage space in a minimum area. 
"In general, an attempt was made In hi. 
cate the living room and dining section 
of the kitchen so that they faced the gar- 
den areas; very little exterior embellish- 
ment was pn"ililc 1'iirehes. for instance. 




1" FLOOH 





were nut within the limits of the budget. 
The houses were designed go that carports 
or garages could In: added at a later date. 
"The ideas of the five architectl on the 
units were frequently pooled after each 
firm had arrived at its own solutions inde- 
pendently. This [iroi.ilijt .• tended l>. .1- 
»ure the future tenants a generally lii^li 
standard as far as room arrangement was 
concerned. Over and allow these colla- 
borative efforts, however, then- remained 
a considerable amount of individual char- 
acter in each of the five neigh leu h I 

Projects." 
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NEIGHBORHOOD UNIT 3. 

"There were no preconceived notions 
•Ix-iii WifaWw Hun housing ulher than 
■ definite desire u|K>n the part of the 
worker*" committee to ha\c the houses 
oriented informally to the garden side, 
ttiu* mvtlaflg completely the orthodox 
idea of living nn a 9trtrt . J| lis , S |jp U | a ,j on 
Ma the source o( considerable argument 
among the Government planner* ami the 
architects. The workers" education in 
housing had led them to fed strongly in 
favor of super-Mock* up to 80 or 100 
acre*. A few of the very early solutions re- 
flect this desire. A later compromise solu- 
tion deM roved much of the character that 
Mich solution* might have given to the 
lown. had it ever been built. 
"To fully understand the scheme devel- 
oped by our officr. one *hoiild appreciate 
the difficult conditions imposed by the 
site, which is bordered by low land and 
the main access road, and forms, more or 
less, a drainage basin for the entire town 
with three definite streams of 8ow. Vast 
apple orchards cover a large area and 
there is a magnificent stand of limber. 
These factors, and the location of the 
neighborhood center to the south (to serve 
the future enlarged community) had a 
strong influence on the final plan. From a 
strict pattern of culs-de-sac, the final plan 
evolved, containing various expressions of 
living habits. 

"A good many of the houses are of the 
'ground -freed' type (living on the second 
Boor, utility and garage spaces on the first 
floor I offering a pattern which is economi- 
cal for grading, road construction and 
utilities. A major advantage is that it is 
possible to pass under the house rather 
than through it, so that the upstairs living 
quarter* may be oriented in any way that 
seem desirable. 

-fte believe that the '■( Willow liun. 

taken as a whole, illustrated planning prin- 
ciple* whic h an- sound, and which will be 
valid for postwar work. Treatment of the 
neighborhood as a unit, determined by an 
elementary school, a nursery unit and a 
small shopping center, is an advanced and 

re.i- iMi- c onception. The char.li I '-r of 

tin- town i» neither urban nor suburban; 
its safety, spaciousness and convenience 
would have offered a powerful induce- 
ment to pcrmuncnt settlement. 
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M">( unusual of all house types in the 
(■tin town mas the "pr.mnd frced" house, 
illustrated here in two «ets of plans and a 
per-pectiw sketch. The ground ll.wr, a* 
>liown. contains only an open carport, 
-lairs ami large utility room. Upstairs. 
■ x. ept for the stair*, is a onc-siory bouse 
plan. pn>\ided in this instance with either 
tw> or three bedrooms. The other plans 
tor twin or row houses, show a much les- 
radical departure from the units CO m- 
monly accepted. 
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